i2o                      The Jade Kuanyin
know might see us and tell the Prince, and the Prince is bound
to send men to seize us. It is better that we leave Hsinchou and
go elsewhere.'*
And so they set out again and headed for Tanchow, a far-off
place. There they rented a house and put up a sign reading: "Mas-
ter Tsui, Jade Carver from the Capital."
"It is over two thousand li here from the capital," Tsui Ning
said to Hsiu Hsiu. "We ought to be safe. Let us put our minds
at ease and be husband and wife always."
There were some retired officials at Tanchow and they all
patronized Tsui Ning, seeing that he was a carver from the capital.
Tsui Ning was thus seldom without occupation.
Tsui Ning sent some one to the capital to make inquiries and
found that a bondmaid was found missing after the fire, that a
reward had been posted for her but that the matter had been
dropped after a few days when no trace of the bondmaid was
found. They knew nothing about Tsui Ning and that he and
Hsiu Hsiu were then living at Tanchow.
"Time passes like the flight of arrows and the sun and moon
course through the sky like shuttles." More than a year soon
passed. One day in the morning just after Tsui Ning had opened
his shop front, two men dressed in the black costumes of official
runners entered the shop and said to Tsui Ning: "We are run-
ners from the Hsiangtan District. Our magistrate has heard of a
Master Tsui, jade carver from the capital, and wishes to have some
work done by him."
Thereupon Tsui Ning left his wife in charge of the shop and
went to Hsiangtan with the runners. He was taken to the magis-
trate and given some pieces of jade to take home to work. On
his journey home a carrier passed him on the road. Tsui Ning did
not note who the man was, but the man saw Tsui Ning. He stared
at him for a moment and then turned around and followed him.
What naughty children have cast the stone
That scattered the Mandarin ducks 8 hither and yon?
6 Symbol of conjugal happiness.